
blood pressure suddenly applied can produce croupou
pneumonia without the intervention of any " inflamma
tory action." The illustrations of the catarrhal pneu
monias are very good, and the whole subject is well
presented, although not differing essentially from that
of the classical writers on the subject. In an appendix
he is inclined to think that the bacillus of Koch is of
the value of a secondary cause.
The book is well worth the perusal of those who

are especially interested iu the subject, the illustrations
being new and valuable.
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THE PHYSIOLOGY OF THERMAL SENSATIONS.
On the ground of investigations iu the Harvard

physiological laboratory, Drs. Lombard and Walton
have advanced a new theory on the physiology of
thermal sensations, the main features of which have
been published in the Centralblatt für die Med. Wis-
senschaften, 1883, No. 32.
All efforts ou the part of physiologists to find spe-

cial nerve terminations to receive and special nerve
fibres to transmit sensations of heat and cold having
failed, these authors explain thermal sensation as a

variety of pressure sensation, and suppose both varie-
ties of sensation to be received and transmitted by the
same nervous apparatus, the brain being credited with
the distinguishing power. Their experiments show
that while connective tissue and albumen contract
under cold, and expand under heat, elastic tissue aud
the skin as a whole contract under heat like caout-
chouc. The nerve terminations, then, are subject to
constant changes of pressure resulting from changes
of temperature, and being subject to such changes the
sensation must be conveyed to the brain. It is prob-
able, therefore, that it is these changes of pressure
which we feel, and which we learn to interpret as

sensations of heat and cold by associating ideas in the
brain.
An interesting feature of the experiments is that

the epidermis is found to be influenced hardly at all
by heat and cold, and that the underlying skin when
subjected to extreme heat (over 63° C.) contracts in
a marked degree, and remains contracted after the
heat is removed, leaving the epidermis separated in
the form of a blister. This leads the authors to ex-

plain ordinary blisters, at least iu part, in a similar
manner.
The similarity of the sensations received from rapid

division of the skin with a sharp knife, and stroking
42

the skin rapidly with a very hot wire, supports this
theory, or, if one prefers, is explained by it, as is the
similarity of the impression from a light breeze upon
the surface of the body aud brushing it lightly with
cotton wool.
The practical economists may take a hint from this

suggestion of cold abstract science, which, if supported,
may extend the domain of the correlation of forces.
The possibilities of pressure may, in practical Amer-
ican hands, be developed in time to relieve humanity
of some of the embarrassments arising from destroyed
forests, exhausted coal fields, and increasing cost of
fuel.
It is probably not merely a spasmodic reflex action,

nor yet a mere impulse to antagonize by action ex-

aggerated cardiac activity, which leads the lover to
press the hand of the beloved. If the present theory
is verified we shall suspect that a fine intuition had
long ago divined the correlation of pressure aud
warmth, and that as elastic tissue and the skin in
general contract under heat like caoutchouc, pressure
is quickly converted into warmth.
The theory advanced by our physiologists is in-

genious, plausible, and pleasing to contemplate, and
we have merely endeavored to adapt it to the tastes
of the purely practical among the profession.

THE TYRANNY OF OFFENSIVE TRADES.
The pollution of the outer air, that most important

article of consumption, in and around all our large
cities by noisome trades and manufactories is a growing
evil, and one not always easy to deal with success-

fully. The inherent difficulties are increased by the
extreme good nature, as a rule, of the American citi-
zen iu these matters, aud from his inertia or careless-
ness about protecting himself from such violations of
his primitive rights. An extreme theoretical right to
think, and speak, and act as he pleases, apparently re-
sults in an extreme reluctance to protest against being
imposed upon or robbed by others who are practically
emphasizing this theoretical right. Even wheu pro-
tests which cannot be neglected are made, and laws
are provided, it is not always convenieut for those
charged with their execution to enforce them against
a dispenser of votes as well as of smells. The up-
right executor of the law, too, is confronted with the
distinction between the injury to health and the sim-
ple injury to the assthetic sense, and with the risk of
merely driving an offensive trade from a place where
it is a nuisance to one where it becomes a still greater
one. The offense of many trades can be greatly
mitigated by proper precautions, which ofteu, it is
true, increase somewhat the cost of the product and
dimiuish correspondingly the profit of the manufac-
turer, but here the political-economical intelligence of
the citizen must counterbalance his inertia in com-

plaining or his approval of commercial activity, and
make him bear in mind that if pure air becomes dear
in a direct ratio as manure and soap become cheap, these
last may after all cost too much.
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Nowhere has the public comfort or the public health
been more greatly or more persistently outraged by
offensive trades than in the city of New York and its
neighborhood. Hence we are very glad to see that
five of the manufacturing establishments on New-
town Creek, Long Island, which were recently in-
spected by the officers of the State Board of Health,
and were ordered by the Governor to so modify the
processes they employed as to cease to be public
nuisances or else discontinue their business, having
failed to do so within the required time, were on

the 24th of September visited by Under Sheriff
Warnocb, with a number of deputies, and com-

pelled to close up permanently. The raids on these
stench factories will convince their proprietors, and
those of similar places, who have been insolently de-
fying Governor Cleveland's orders, that he is really
in earnest in the matter, and that they will at last have
to pay some respect to the health and comfort of their
fellow citizens. It has been well remarked lately in
regard to these very factories, that " the patience of
the American people has been illustrated in a striking
manner by the way in which ricli, and poor alike on

Manhattan Island and in adjacent cities have for years
endured the nauseating odors that have tainted the air
for miles around the oil refineries, fertilizer factories,
and other sources of vile smells that are to be found
in the vicinity of Newtowu Creek."

The energetic action of the Board of Health and
of the Governor of New York, will, we are per-
suaded, not be without its good influences beyond the
borders of that State.

COPPER AS A PROPHYLACTIC AGAINST CHOL-
ERA, TYPHOID FEVER, ETC., ETC.

Fifty years ago, during the epidemic of cholera of
1832, a Dr. Méray in Paris recommended and used
copper largely as a prophylactic against that disease.
The suggestion does not seem to have commended it-
self very strongly at the time, for it was reserved
for Monsieur Burf, of metallo-therapeutic fame, to
rescue it recently, and, we believe, briefly, from al-
most complete oblivion. M. Burf informed the French
Academy of Medicine, at its meeting of the 14th of
August last, that for more than thirty years he has
been devoting himself to a constant study of the effi-
ciency of copper against cholera and other diseases,
and the Egyptian epidemic this summer unsealed his
lips as to the result of these studies. They lead him
to formulate the announcement that persons whose
occupation, whose contact with or mere neighborhood
to cupric industries cause them to be exposed daily to
an impregnation with copper, enjoy generally an im-
munity against cholera proportioned to their impreg-
nation at the time of the epidemic, and that the ex-

ceptions— for such M. Burf acknowledges exist —

are about as rare as those among persons properly
vaccinated who are attacked with small-pox.

M. Burf's researches lead him to recommend dur-
ing an epidemic of cholera, the wearing of a copper

belt ; the combustion in alcohol lamps in houses of the
bi-chloride of copper ; the daily exhibition of copper
by the mouth or rectum in progressive doses ; the use
of mineral water containing copper salts, and of vege-
tables treated with sulphate of copper, for such can be
found in France.

At a subsequent meeting of the Academy a M.
Bailly who practices medicine at Chambly, where ex-
tensive copper works are situated, made some state-
ments which by no means stimulate confidence in the
value of M. Burl's thirty years of research or the con-
clusions which he draws from them. M. Bailly, among
other things, stated that Chambly in 1832 was ravaged
by cholera, there being eighty-seven deaths out of a

population of 1,400, and again during the epidemic of
1849, there were forty-seven deaths, whilst at a neigh-
boring village where there was no copper factory there
was no cholera. During an epidemic of typhoid fever
M. Bailly himself attended fifty-six cases, twenty-six of
whom were workers in copper, and of these four died.

M. Burf in response to M. Bailly, thinks his objec-
tions of little force, for, he says, that the metal altenide
employed in the factory at Chambly is white metal
containing only a very minute proportion of copper;
moreover he says the town itself is traversed by a
stream into which all the waste of the factory is dis-
charged, and under the circumstances the presence of
typhoid fever and choleraic diarrhoea is not, he thinks,
surprising.

The French Academy of Medicine is not without
its " silly season."

THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE
AND THE CODE.

We have received a circular from Dr. Fordyce
Barker, which deprecates the introduction of medical
politics into the New York Academy of Medicine, and
aims at restoring the fraternal harmony of that learned
body, so unfortunately interrupted by the wretched
Code controversy in which the profession iu New
York has been snarled up. Our warm sympathies
are with Dr. Barker, as his reference to a previouseditorial in this Journal shows, and we hope his will
not prove a thankless task.

-*-- 

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

A newsman on the Long Island Railroad re*
cently hit upon a novel expedient for dispensing with
the services of a dentist. Having an aching tooth
which he wished to get rid of, he tied one end of a
piece of strong twine around it, and secured the other
to the rear end of an express train which was about
to leave the Hunter's Point depot. When the cars
started he ran along the platform for a short distance,
and then dropped suddenly on his knees, while the
train went on with the gory tooth dangling in its wake.

—

" O monstrous ! but one half pennyworth of
physic to this intolerable deal of sack ! " seems to have
been the sentiment of the Commissioner of Internal
Revenue on receiving the report of the analysis of
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Hostetter's bitters, which was that it is made from a

strong alcoholic liquor flavored with various essential
oils, as oil of anise, coriander, etc., and contains some

vegetable bitters, such as gentian, cinchona, etc. It
will be seen that the bitters contain at least sixty-five
per cent, of proof spirits, which will be equal to about
eighty-two per cent, of ordinary whiskey at eighty per
cent, proof, obviously much more spirits than is abso-
lutely necessary to hold the other ingredients in solution.
His first impression was as follows: " Containing, as it
does, no deleterious drugs and only four per cent, of any-
thing like a drug, I should probably be entirely justified
in deciding outright that one who sells it for any pur-
pose is a retail liquor dealer within the meaning of
clause four of Section 3244, Revised Statutes, etc."
But after longer reflection he naively concludes, and
so announces his decision, that if the vendor of this
compound sells it as a medicine and not as a tipple,
aud if the purchaser also buys it in the same virtuous
spirit, it is not a liquor, and no license is required for
its sale. But if either party considers it a drink it
is no longer a medicine. Who shall say hereafter
that there is nothing in a name ?

— The British consul at Bordeaux, in his last re-

port, states : " Low-priced genuine Bordeaux wines
must be regarded as uou-existing. If the well-known
Bordeaux wines are advertised for sale at the same

prices as used to be charged ten or fifteen years ago,
or iu times of exceptional abundance, such wines are

not the growth of the vineyard under the name of
which they are offered for sale. The prices of the
commonest class of Médoc wines (vin ordinaire)
have increased seventy-five to one hundred per cent,

during the last decade. To buy pure genuine Médoc,
or other well-known wines of this district, a far higher
price must be paid for them than has beeu obtained
for some years. The quantity of adulterated and
falsified (so called) ' Bordeaux wine ' exported at pres-
ent annually is very considerable."

—

It has been discovered that the flesb of the
whale is both nutritious aud palatable. Large quanti-
ties of it are eaten every fishing season by the men

engaged in the capture of the fish, but still larger
quantities are wasted. A Norwegian speculator was

struck with the fact that some of the immense mass

of food thus annually thrown away might be profitably
preserved and utilized for consumption on shore.
Acting on this idea he arranged with several whaling
captains and two meat-preserving firms, and recently
he gave a dinner by which, he belives, he has demon-
strated that whale flesh may be cooked in various
ways, and that it forms a delicious as well as a whole-
some article of diet. Some parts of the fish supply
materials for an excellent imitation of turtle soup,
others resemble beef, and others are almost as white
and quite as tender as chicken. The meat can be
sold for about half the price of canned beef.

—

Prince Bismarck is said to be a particularly in-
tractable and ungrateful patient. He suffers from
neuralgia, trifacial and sciatic, and gives his doctor a

certain number of days to cure him. If the physi-
cian fails he is discharged, sometimes even before the

date allowed ; if he succeeds he gets no thanks. The
chancellor's wife is a homoeopath, and also has much
faith in a nerve medicine made of magpies' wings, de-
signed especially as a cure for epilepsy. Such thera-
peutic measures as these are sandwiched in (and some-

times combined with) the treatment of men like Pro-
fessor Frerichs. The present attendant is a young
man of thirty-three, somewhat notorious for social scan-

dals in Munich.

Correspondence.
THE DIGESTIBILITY OF LOBSTERS.

Mr. Editor,
—

The inquiry of your correspondent
reminds me that during three years' service at the
Taunton Lunatic Hospital I had control of the diet
of about four hundred and fifty patients. During the
plentiful season all patients not acutely sick had well-
boiled plain lobster for supper once a week. Many of
the patients were gross feeders, and digestive disorder
was by no means unknown among them, but not a sin-
gle instance of disturbance from eating lobster came
to my knowledge.

It is said that " the lobsters of commerce
"

are boiled
for only ten minutes, to prevent loss of weight. The
best housekeepers re-cook them, and find that boiling
for half an hour renders them far tenderer aud more

digestible.
To infer that indigestion occurring after partaking

of a mayonnaise of lobster, with other rich food, is
necessarily due to the lobster is obviously illogical.
The " lady," or stomach of the fish, also furnishes an
instance of undistributed middle, or should do so. And
it is unquestionable that safety especially requires it to
be fresh, both before and after cooking. Obvious pre-
cautions being observed, I believe it to be excellent and
wholesome food for all without idiosyncrasy against it.

Yours truly, Norton Folsom, M. D.

THE LAST ENGLISHMAN OF NOTE TO DIE
OF AGUE.

Mr. Editor, — Absence frota home prevented me
from seeing the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal
of July 12, 1883, till this week. Iu the issue of that
date, on page 39, second column, is this statement:
" Cromwell was the last Englishman of note to die of
ague."

The following extract is from The Complete Works
of Andrew Marvell, M. P., by the Rev. Alexander B.
Grosart, printed for private circulation, 1875. It
may be found in vol. ii., p. 44 to p. 46 of the Essay
on the Life and Writings of Marvell : —

"54 Harley Street, February, 1874.
" The course of my medical studies led me to con-

sult Morton's Pyretologia a few days ago. In that
book I found a full account of the sickness and death
of Andrew Marvell. . . . Perhaps you may be willing
that a physician should translate Morton's medical
Latin into modern English. If so, take it as follows :
' In this manner was that most famous man, Andrew
Marvell, carried off from amongst the living before his
time, to the great loss of the republic, and especially
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